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to the Government of Great Britain as established in King,
Lords, and Commons. He had addressed various meetings,
and it was clear even from hostile witnesses, that his
language was moderate, and his policy not much different
from the policy which Pitt had recommended in 1782. He
was indicted for sedition; the jury, chosen by the judges,
consisted of men belonging to Associations that had already
condemned him by public resolutions as an enemy of the
constitution, and the Lord Justice Clerk, instead of summing
up, made a speech to show that any criticism of the Govern-
ment, or of the Parliamentary representation was sedition.
This " coarse and dexterous ruffian," as Lord Cockburn has
called him, asked the jury to consider whether Mr. Muir's
conduct appeared to them, as it appeared to him, to be
sedition. " As Mr. Muir has brought many witnesses to
prove his general good behaviour, and his recommending
peaceable measures and petitions to Parliament, it is your
business to judge how far this should operate in his favour,
in opposition to the evidence on the other side.
"Mr. Muir might have known that no attention could
be paid to such a rabble. What right had they to repre-
sentation? He could have told them that the Parliament
would never listen to their petition. How could they think
of it? A government in every country should be just like
a corporation; and In this country, It is made up of the
landed Interest, which alone has a right to be represented;
as for the rabble, who have nothing but personal property,
what hold has the nation of them ? What security for the
payment of their taxes? They may pack up all their
property on their backs, and leave the country in the
twinkling of an eye, but landed property cannot be re-
moved.
"The tendency of such a conduct was certainly to
produce a spirit of revolt; and If what was demanded
should be refused, to take it by force.
" Mr. Muir's plan of discouraging revolt, and all sort of
tumult, was certainly political: for until everything was ripe